Mission Statement of the Ettersberg Foundation

The Ettersberg Foundation is a Thuringian research and educational institution with premises in
Weimar and Erfurt. It is committed to "memory work" in the sense of the Spanish writer,
Buchenwald survivor and initiator of the foundation, Jorge Semprun. The name of the foundation
refers to the Ettersberg near Weimar with its twofold history of dictatorship: The National Socialists
established the Buchenwald concentration camp there, which, after the Second World War, the
Soviet occupying power operated as Special Camp No. 2.

The Ettersberg Foundation is active internationally and is committed to the comparative research of
20th century European dictatorships. We are particularly committed to researching the history of the
SED dictatorship. We promote the work of emerging researchers, organise symposia and publish
book series and educational materials. Through the close connection between academic research
and historical-political education, we contribute to a greater societal understanding of the history of
European dictatorships.

The Ettersberg Foundation encourages dialogue about the German and European dictatorships in
order to promote a historical awareness of democratic norms. We work in a non-partisan and
interdisciplinary manner and actively participate in larger historical and cultural debates. Within
history education, we focus on participation and research-based learning. We convey democratic
values and stand up for societal diversity.

The Ettersberg Foundation is responsible for the Andreasstrasse Memorial and Educational Centre in
the former Stasi remand prison in Erfurt. The Memorial commemorates both the political prisoners
who were detained there and the people who dared to occupy the neighbouring district
administration of the State Security there in 1989 during the course of the Peaceful Revolution. In a
historic location, we explore and teach the history of the SED dictatorship. The cornerstones of our
memorial work are multi-perspectivity and an appreciation of the individual. Scholarly supported
eyewitness work and an innovative design characterize "Andreasstrasse" as a place of learning. We
organize a variety of educational and cultural events in the Cube of the Peaceful Revolution.

Studying dictatorships, strengthening democracy — these are our most important goals. In so doing,
we want to give an impetus to regional historical research in Thuringia as well as more broadly in
Germany and Europe. We want to further promote communication between the academy and the
public and, as a hub between institutions of higher learning, museums, and political institutions,
make a distinctive contribution to the consideration of German and European history.



